
GREGORIAN CHANT

THE SUPREME MODEL FOR 

SACRED MUSIC



WHAT IS 

“GREGORIAN 

CHANT”?

GREGORIAN CHANT IS MONOPHONIC, 
OR UNISON, LITURGICAL MUSIC OF

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
USED TO ACCOMPANY THE TEXT OF

THE MASS AND THE PSALM SINGING

OF THE DIVINE OFFICE



WHY IS GREGORIAN CHANT 
SO IMPORTANT FOR CATHOLICS -

AND EVERYBODY ELSE!

OUR traditional 

worship music!
lasted in one form or 

another for 1500 years.

supported the creation 
of polyphonic or 

homophonic worship 
music.

responsible for the 
development of music 

notation.

provided the foundation 
for the creation of the 

polyphonic style.

preserves the Latin 
language of the Roman 

Church.

best music for fidelity to 
the words of Scripture, 

the teachings of the 
church, and a  reverent 

experience of the 
Divine Mysteries.



WHY IS IT CALLED 
“GREGORIAN”?

• Because of this man: Pope St. Gregory I the Great (r. 
590-604)

• Rumor is he composed the chant and collected it into 
liturgical books . . . Do not listen to rumors!

• Actually, the chant of Gregory’s day is  “Old Roman.”  

• In fact, St. Gregory didn’t compose or standardize it.

• BUT the English revered him because he sent St. 
Anselm of Canterbury to convert them.

• Did you see the dove?



HOW OLD IS GREGORIAN CHANT?

Liturgical Chanting existed in the Jewish recitation of 
psalms and prayers – but we don’t know what it sounded 
like.

Christians developed their own chant (of uncertain 
origin) in the early years of the Church.

Early Christian Chant grew out of Byzantine Chant 
in the East.

Chant makes an official appearance in the West 
around the 8th century.

Chant develops in the Frankish kingdom, 
especially under Charlemagne (r. 768-814).



“Unless sounds are 
remembered by man, 
they perish, for they 
cannot be written down.”

Isidore of Seville (ca. 560-636)



Thank you, Guido!

The Guidonian Hand



A first pass at 
musical notation: 

Squiggles!



And Guido does it again!

Let’s lock in a tone with a 
single line and then build 
around it.

That worked! Let’s lock in 
two tone with two lines.

Etc.



NOW LET’S GET RID OF 
THE SQUIGGLES!

And everybody sing!  



ILLUMINATED CHANT

A TREASURE OF WESTERN ART





OUR HEROES:
THE BENEDICTINES AT SOLESMES

The Abbey of 
Solesmes, France

The Church’s Official 
Chant Scholars

Modern Editions of 
Chant Books 









3 KINDS OF CHANT

Syllabic: one note per 
syllable

Neumatic: one neume 
per syllable

Melismatic: long 
melody on a syllable





The Four Marian Antiphons (Seasonal)

•Alma Redemptoris Mater (“Loving Mother of our Savior”), is sung from the Vespers 

of the Saturday before the first Sunday of Advent to the Feast of the Purification, 

inclusive

•Ave Regina Caelorum (“Hail, Queen of Heaven”), is sung from the Presentation of 

the Lord through Good Friday, inclusive.

Regina Coeli Lætare (“Joy to Thee, O Queen of Heaven”), is sung during Easter.

•Salve Regina (“Hail, Holy Queen”), is sung from first Vespers of Trinity Sunday until 

None of the Saturday before Advent.


